


We host events, develop 
programmes, commission 
new work and create new 
partnerships with schools, 
libraries, young people and 
communities to help them 
discover the sheer creative  
joy and life-changing power  
of reading and writing.

We shine a spotlight on the 
Nottingham writers of today 
and tomorrow, advocate 
the importance of literacy, 
broker opportunities for 
international collaboration, 
and showcase Nottingham 
as a leading destination for 
lovers of literature.

What We Do
  PLACE 

We tell the story of Nottingham 
at home and abroad as a city 
that values culture and creativity 
through its designation as a 
UNESCO City of Literature.

  LEARNING 

We work with partners to 
cultivate future readers and 
writers through innovative 
outreach programmes, 
campaigns and events.

  INTERNATIONAL

We build new relationships, 
share knowledge and collaborate 
with our international partners.

Nottingham was designated 
the 20th UNESCO City of 
Literature in 2015. We are 
now part of a global network 
of 39 UNESCO Cities of 
Literature across the world. 

Nottingham is a place of 
discovery, exchange, ideas 
and learning for everyone 
who loves words and stories. 
Our vision as a UNESCO 
City of Literature is for a city 
where everyone is reading 
and writing their way to 
a better life. We believe 
reading and writing are two 
of the most powerful tools 
we have for lifting young 
people out of poverty  
and inequality. 



•	 Animating the city with books and  
positive messages about reading

•	 Inspiring the whole city to champion reading through a shared 
exploration of uplifting books

•	 Over 2,000 of the selected books read, reviewed and passed on

Our Work

•	 A creative leadership and literature programme for 14  
Young Ambassadors.

•	 Inspiring and empowering young people to build a better 
world with words. 

•	 Supported and trained by writer-mentors to increase 
confidence, aspiration and achievement. 

We’re tackling the city’s literacy challenge by supporting 
the development of the new Nottingham Central Library, 
making it home to the best Children’s library in Britain and 
encouraging the whole city to make reading, writing and 
talking a priority. 

“Reading for pleasure is the single 
most important thing that will make 
a child successful”   

— UNESCO
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IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  pprroovviiddeedd  ddrraawwiinnggss  aarree  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  tteennddeerr  pprriicciinngg  
ppuurrppoosseess  oonnllyy,,  aanndd  oonn  aann  ""aass  iiss""  bbaassiiss..  FFaaiitthhffuull++GGoouulldd  aanndd  aass  aapppplliiccaabbllee  
LLeeoonnaarrdd  DDeessiiggnn  AArrcchhiitteeccttss,,  BBWWBB  oorr  HHCC  MM&&EE,,  hheerree  ffoorrtthh  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aass  tthhee  
DDeessiiggnn  TTeeaamm  mmaakkeess  nnoo  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonnss  aanndd  ddiissccllaaiimm  aallll  wwaarrrraannttiieess,,  
eexxpprreessss  oorr  iimmpplliieedd,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  wwiitthhoouutt  lliimmiittaattiioonn  wwaarrrraannttiieess  ooff  ssuuiittaabbiilliittyy  aanndd  
ffiittnneessss  ffoorr  aa  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ppuurrppoossee..  TThhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  DDeessiiggnn  TTeeaamm  sshhaallll  
nnoott  bbee  lliiaabbllee  ffoorr  aannyy  ddiirreecctt,,  iinnddiirreecctt,,  ssppeecciiaall,,  ppuunniittiivvee  oorr  ccoonnsseeqquueennttiiaall  
ddaammaaggeess  oorr  lloossss  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  bbuutt  nnoott  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo,,  tteennddeerr  ccoossttss,,  lloosstt  pprrooffiittss  oorr  
rreevveennuueess,,  wwhheetthheerr  iinn  ssttaattuuttee,,  ccoonnttrraacctt,,  nneegglliiggeennccee  oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  ttoorrtt  oorr  
ootthheerrwwiissee,,  aarriissiinngg  oouutt  ooff  oorr  iinn  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  uussee  ooff  oorr  iinnaabbiilliittyy  ttoo  uussee  
tthhee  pprroovviiddeedd  ddrraawwiinngg..

CCooppyyrriigghhtt  nnoottiiccee..  ©©  CCooppyyrriigghhtt  22001188  FFaaiitthhffuull++GGoouulldd  //  LLeeoonnaarrdd  DDeessiiggnn  
AArrcchhiitteeccttss  //  BBWWBB  //  HHCC  MM&&EE..  AAllll  rriigghhttss  rreesseerrvveedd..
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Be part of Nottingham’s
#BigCityReads:  tweet, snapchat,post on Facebook the books 
you’ve read and how they made you feel.

One city.
Four books.
Stories that
matter.

Four books, championed by young 
readers, are connecting the city 
with the stories that speak to 
what it is to be alive in 2019.

Spend time with the books that represent the diversity of our city and engage with the voices, themes and issues of our time. Grab your free book from trams, libraries, schools, hospitals and other special locations and track the adventure throughout the summer.

“The programme has helped me to look at 
my poems in a completely different way. 
The mentoring and residency opportunities 
have boosted the quality of my work and 
my confidence.”  

— GEORGINA WILDING

•	 Inspiring and empowering young audiences to 
discover their own voice in poetry 

•	 Reached audiences of over 50,000

Young Poet Laureate



Help us build a better 
world with words.

contactus@nottmcityoflit.org

The Patrons who supported 
Nottingham’s UNESCO bid:

• Panya Banjoko

• Sir Harry Djanogly

• Michael Eaton

• John Harvey

• William Ivory

• Vicky McClure

• Alison Moore

• Amanda Whittington

• Stephen Lowe

• Henry Normal

Nottingham UNESCO City  
of Literature is supported by:

Sandeep Mahal
Director, Nottingham UNESCO City of Literature
Chair, International UNESCO Cities of Literature Network

As a charity, we believe in the power of literature as a reflection of humanity and a 
way for everyone to better understand each other and the world we live in. If you 
have an idea for a project or want help promoting your events, get in touch. 

For news about our work—including the latest news and events, projects and 
opportunities—sign up to the e-newsletter at

nottinghamcityofliterature.com  •  @nottmcityoflit

Building a better world with words

  @NottmCityofLit   
    NottinghamCityOfLiterature
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